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Obama incident
As an African American, I am very proud to be 
a graduate and board member of George Fox, 
and know this is not indicative of the university 
and its history.  
Brenda Dizer (’04), Board of Trustees member
T I G A R D ,  O R E .

I am sincerely disappointed that there are 
splinters of your constituency that would  
promote such a deplorable act.

“ Jesus loves the little children, all the chil-
dren of the world. Red and yellow, black and 
white; they are precious in his sight.”

That means everyone — including both 
Republicans and Democrats.  
Colleen Finley 
B U E N A  V I S T A ,  C O L O .

I want to thank George Fox leadership for bold-
ly addressing issues of racism and injustice. 
We often hold back negative information like 
this and handle it “privately,” which can lead 
to actually affirming the negative message in 
our attempts to protect the institution. Instead, 
you are making a strong stand. I am so proud 
of your response and the willingness to make 
it public. 
Steve Bury (’83), Urban Impact  
Executive Director
S E A T T L E ,  W A S H .

I am thankful for all the support Robin Baker 
has given to the Act Six students, and not just 
throughout this incident. The last two years he 
and the rest of the administration have given 
us wonderful support and encouragement. The 
leadership he has displayed is commendable 
and a great example for the entire campus, 
especially the student leaders. 
Vanessa Williams, Act Six Scholar, ’07 cadre
H I L L S B O R O ,  O R E .

Read the university’s response at  
georgefox.edu/response.
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B R U I N  N O T E S   news and information

Playing with kids on the street ...  
teaching English to Hill Tribe villages 
... reaching out to women in bars ...  

and showing youth that someone cares  
about them.
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Electrical engineering pro-
fessor Gary Spivey and 

senior Chris Hammond are 
hunched over a lab counter, 
soldering components on a 
tiny piece of circuit board. 

“When people hear the 
words ‘Christian service,’ 
they don’t usually picture 
this,” Spivey says. “They 



‘Bursting the bubble’ – Serve Day marks 10th year

When former President David 
Brandt instituted Serve Day in 
1999, he did so with a vision: 
that George Fox “would be 
Christ’s hands and feet” to the 
communities around it. On the 
event’s 10th anniversary, that 
goal hasn’t changed.

What began as a small 
service project for new students during orientation weekends in the mid-1990s 
has blossomed into an outreach that now assists more than 70 organizations 
in four Portland-area counties. The annual tradition returned this September, 
when the university closed so that 1,500 students and employees could visit the 
elderly; work on weeding, painting, and cleaning projects; serve meals; and pick 

up trash for nonprofits, public agen-
cies, churches, retirement homes, 
and individual citizens.  

The idea of shutting down cam-
pus for an entire day was a radical 
idea in 1999. George Fox was the 
first university to do so, according to 
Campus Compact, a national coali-
tion that promotes community service 
in higher education (compact.org). 
It has become vital to those served. 
“Without volunteer support, like that 
of the students and staff of George 
Fox, we could not do the work that we 
do,” says a Christie Care employee. 
“It would take us many volunteer 

hours and considerable financial resources to get done what George Fox does in 
a day,” says a Juliette’s House employee.

Students, too, recognize the day’s significance: “A lot of people say that 
when you’re at Fox you’re sort of in a bubble … but I’ve noticed, with days like 
Serve Day, a huge emphasis on bursting the bubble,” says junior Jordan Weiss.

This year’s theme, “Celebrate,” based on Philippians 4:4-5, was fitting 
in light of what the day has accomplished 
through the years. Since Serve Day began, 
about 9,000 volunteers have logged more 
than 100,000 hours at more than 150 
unique sites.

“It’s a day that has become a deeply 
rooted tradition in the life of the George Fox 
community as we seek to show the love of 
Christ through service,” says Brad Lau, vice 
president of student life.

Or, as one Serve Day recipient puts it, 
“They say God sends angels, and that’s 
what happens on Serve Day — God sends 
his angels to help us.”





Foster was not seeking fame when he wrote the book after finish-
ing his doctorate at Fuller Theological Seminary. He was serv-
ing on a team of pastors at Newberg Friends Church and was 
disheartened by the many Christians failing to overcome inner 
struggles and by the lack of substantive resources available to 
them. Popular approaches to spiritual growth seemed shallow to 
him.

 “I wrote the Celebration of Discipline for all of those disillu-
sioned by the superficiality of modern culture, including the reli-
gious culture. That’s a large group of people,” Foster says, while 
waiting to address a congregation in Portland during a recent 
speaking tour.

 “Now in many ways, that superficiality has not changed a 
great deal. Religious folk in particular still hanker after the flavor 
of the month. Another great problem is 
distraction — much-ness, many-ness, 
noise, hurry and crowds. And the third 
major problem is consumerism. And all 
of those three still are with us, and we 
have a lot of work to do.”

Foster’s aim in writing Celebration 
of Discipline was to teach people how 
to get free from ingrained habits that 
made misery of their lives. The disci-
plines are not a means to please God, 
he says, but a means by which people 
place themselves before God and allow 
him to transform their lives.

The language of spiritual forma-
tion — essentially the development of a 
person’s spiritual life and interactions 
with others via spiritual disciplines 
or practices — is much better known 
now than it was 30 years ago, Foster 
acknowledges. In fact, spiritual forma-
tion is now part of curriculum required 

for Association of Theological Schools accreditation. Many 
churches offer programs, as well.

The book divides the disciplines into three movements of the 
Spirit: inward disciplines — prayer, fasting, meditation and study; 
outward disciplines — simplicity, solitude, submission and ser-
vice; and corporate disciplines — confession, worship, guidance 
and celebration.

“There are wonderfully encouraging signs that spiritual forma-
tion will take root,” Foster says. “Part of the reason for those signs 
is that the failures — a gospel that has been totally divorced from 
life, or the sort of a gospel of heaven when I die — the weaknesses 
of that have become glaringly obvious.

 “Evangelism has reached the point of diminishing returns 
because people say, ‘What am I supposed to be converted to?’ 

Christians look pretty much like every-
body else, and a life of love, joy, gentle-
ness, goodness and long-suffering — all 
the fruits of the Spirit — they don’t really 
see that. However, just because the 
hunger and the longing are there, does 

not mean that people will engage with 
the material and do the work. But it does 
create a great opportunity and an open 
window.”
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Big adjustment
Wang and 29 of her compatriots, representing 
about 10 high schools and colleges in China, 
arrived at George Fox in August last year. The 
majority came to study business and econom-
ics, but that was not the most important rea-
son. “They came because they are intrigued by 
America and want to know what makes it great,” 
Peng says. “They respect America and its place 
in the world, so they wish to gain a better under-

standing and appreciation for this nation and culture.”
To qualify, students had to meet numerous criteria: visa 

approval, proof of financial solvency and good grades, and a 
proficiency in English. Originally, 50 were 
admitted to the program, of whom 30 were 
approved. “There is a lot of bureaucratic 
red tape,” Peng admits. “Only about half get 
through the visa interview, so just qualify-
ing to come here is half the battle.”

Upon their arrival, there are many more 
hurdles — cultural, religious, logistical, rela-
tional and educational — to overcome.

As a native Chinese, Peng can appreci-
ate the magnitude of students’ adjustment 
period. “The entire first semester, they are 
in culture shock,” he says. “They don’t know 
the language real well, they have no friends, 
they might get stomach problems because 
of the food, most don’t have transporta-
tion, and they take Bible courses they don’t 
understand.”

For Wang and fellow student Yile Wei, 
the biggest challenge was trying to fit in. 

“I know English, but I still find myself ask-
ing my friends, ‘What are you talking about?’” 
says Wei, a 21-year-old from Hunan Institute 
of Science and Technology, located in the 
central Chinese city of Yueyang. “I under-
stand what is being said, but I don’t under-
stand the meaning. For that reason, it’s very 
difficult to make deep friendships here.”

Wang concurs but was impressed with 
the warm welcome she received. “My big-
gest surprise came on my birthday in August. My RA and floor 
mates met me in the lobby and sang the birthday song to me and 
gave me flowers and a card.”

“Still, it is very difficult to make real friends here because of 

the fact we have different values than the American students. We 
weren’t raised with the Bible, for instance, so I had trouble under-
standing it. Many of our classmates already knew the parables of 
Jesus. To me, they were all new, and I didn’t understand many of 
them.”

Even the educational system itself was new. “In China, we are 
used to lectures, with the professor telling us what we need to 
know,” Wang says. “Here, there is more group work and discus-
sion time. I found it difficult to get used to this. It was hard to get 
involved in group learning. Very hard.”

Peng admits the transition can be tough. “I have gotten my 
share of complaints from professors, often because students are 
late to class,” he says. But, for this grievance, he is quick to pro-
vide an explanation. “Here, people say ‘I’ll see you tomorrow at 

3 o’clock.’ In China, we just say, ‘I’ll see you tomorrow.’ It may be 
morning, it may be afternoon. We aren’t as concerned about what 
time.”
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The university’s 10th anniversary Serve Day celebration gave Chinese students a chance to enjoy 
a carnival atmosphere. Many reflected on the joy they felt in serving.
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gious and philosophical in nature. While most of the students 
are receptive to studying Christianity and the Bible, some show a 
degree of skepticism and even reluctance.

“Some say, ‘Why do I need to study the Bible? I don’t see the 
rationale for doing so,’” Peng says. “But most are intrigued by 
what the Bible says. They are curious and want to find out what 
is behind Christianity.”

In Wei’s case, the required Bible classes have given her a 
new appreciation for Christianity. “I want to learn more about 
Christianity and what it is about,” she says. “In China, the commu-
nists say there is no God — that we should believe in materialism. 
They make many hollow, empty statements — that you should 
be good to your fellow man — but I don’t see any action. In the 
United States, the Christians seem committed to acting, to caring 
for others. They do so because they want to do good deeds and 
go to heaven.”

On his trip to China, Baker engaged in dialogue that covered 
everything from sports to religion. “What I found on my trip was 
an overall openness to Western ideas — and a willingness to sit 

down and talk about cultural differences, religious differences, 
you name it,” he says.

And that, Baker says, is the crux of the program: to cultivate 
relationships in a world that is increasingly “flat.” “It’s a good 
thing to get out of our box and discover that there is much we 
can learn from people of other nations,” he says. “Driving us is the 
knowledge that we have much to offer them and they have much 
to offer us. It’s important we remember that God loves all people 
and that he moves beyond our Western culture.

“I’m convinced that developing partnerships in China will 
help us prepare our students for the future in a way that will 
make them more competitive for jobs, and more importantly, 
more effective servants of the kingdom.”

Baker, too, couldn’t help but notice the blurring of cultures. 
“There’s a Starbucks right there at the Great Wall,” he marveled. 
“And there are 68 Starbucks in Beijing. I knew I’d see that kind of 
stuff, but it did catch me a little off guard.”

 Small village, indeed.  
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Derek Dougherty (G04) has been hired as the 
boy’s soccer coach at Eagle Point (Ore.) 
High School. He was a volunteer junior var-
sity coach last season and has been a math 
teacher for two years at Eagle Point. 

Doug Felder (SPS04) has joined Plexus Corp., 
an electronics manufacturing firm in Boise, 
Idaho, as purchasing leader. Previously he 
was with Micron Semiconductor, West 
Valley Medical Center, Toshiba, Point 4 
Data Corp, and Printronix. 

David Panther (G04) has been accepted into 
the Loma Linda University (Calif.) School of 
Medicine, leaving his position in research 
at Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, 
one of the U.S. Dept. of Energy’s 10 national 
labs, in Richland, Wash. He was co-author 
of a scientific paper, “Submicrometer and 
Nanoscale Inorganic Particles Exploit the 
Actin Machinery to Be Propelled Along 
Microvilli-like Structures into Alveolar Cells,” 
in the December issue of the American 
Chemical Society’s journal ACS Nano. 

Jessica (Tessen) Baker (G05) started in 
September as a third-grade teacher at  
Open Bible School in Newberg.

Sally Bartlett (MA05) is the new economic 
development coordinator for Grant 
County, Ore. She began last fall, moving 
to Canyon City, Ore., from Boise, Idaho, 
where for the last seven years she was a 
child nutrition programs coordinator for 
the Idaho Department of Education. In her 
position she is charged with encouraging 
and coordinating economic develop-
ment efforts and strategies, with business 
retention efforts, and with expansion and 
(MA05ke id (rteacher at)-10( )]TJ EMC  /Span 29/MCID 3210  <</C  -5.149 -1.raActint effhow jump coospecierse berdiDavieacher at (a5) ih412er-jumpavieacher at 
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Many more people attended Steve 
Fulton’s renewal of marriage vows 
last June than were present at his 

wedding 21 years ago. Several hundred thou-
sand more observed the occasion on national 
television.

Fulton (MAT07) and his wife, Marilyn, 
renewed their vows atop a float in the annual 
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A L U M N I  C O N N E C T I O N S   news & l i fe  events

Two of George Fox’s most 
acclaimed alumni writers will be 
reunited this fall at the Pacific 
Northwest’s largest annual book and 
literary festival. Former classmates 
Rolf Potts (G93) and Gina Ochsner 
(G92) will share their insights 
on writing as guest speakers and 
workshop leaders at Wordstock 
(wordstockfestival.com), 
held Nov. 8-9 at Portland 
Convention Center. 

Dubbed “Jack Kerouac 
for the Internet Age” by 
USA Today, Potts has 
reported from more than 
60 countries for the likes 
of National Geographic 
Traveler, The New York 
Times Magazine and 
Slate. Although he has 

Wordstock Reunion
a farmhouse in rural 
Kansas, his adventures 
have taken him across 
six continents, and 
include piloting a fishing 
boat 900 miles down the 
Laotian Mekong, travers-
ing Israel on foot, bicycling across 
Burma, and driving a Land Rover 

from Sunnyvale, Calif., to 
Ushuaia, Argentina. The 
award-winning author of 
Vagabonding (Random 
House, 2003), Potts’ 
newest book is Marco 
Polo Didn’t Go There: 
Stories and Revelations 
From One Decade as 
a Postmodern Travel 
Writer.

Keizer, Ore. 
resident Ochsner’s 
stories have appeared 
in The New Yorker, 
The Best American 
Nonrequired Reading, 
Kenyon Review, 

Prairie Schooner, and many other 
magazines. Her first two books — 
The Necessary Grace to Fall and 
People I Wanted to Be — both 
won the state’s top award for short 
fiction at the Oregon Book Awards. 
In support of her first novel — due 
out this spring — she has received 
a Creative Writing Fellowship 
from the National Endowment 
for the Arts and a grant from the 
Guggenheim Foundation. 

J U S T  M A R R I E D
Julie Bitar (G91) and Ryan Zook, Dec. 29, 
2007, in Portland.

Josie Smith (G98) and Glover Weiss, June 
28, 2008, in Leavenworth, Wash.

Rachel Huang (G00) and Wen-Cheng Tseng, 
Feb. 23, 2008, in Taoyvan, Taiwan.

Kelly McCabe (G01) and Ted Hansen, Oct. 20, 
2007, in Seattle.

Julia Smith (G01) and Nathan Cooley, Feb. 23, 
2008, in Portland.

Jennifer Gale (G02) and Scott Angus, Sept. 
22, 2007, in Portland.

Kendra Heinrichs (G02, MEd06) and Mark 
Jones, Nov. 9, 2007, in Beaverton, Ore.

Pamela Mattson (G02) and Jonathan Melot 
(G02), Dec. 1, 2007, in Vail, Colo.

Kyle Pfeiffer (G02) and Rama Miller, March 
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Embracing a life of less
by Lisa Graham McMinn

I 
buy eggs from the Higgins. 
Mary Etta is the primary 
farmer; Ed teaches literature 

and writes poetry at George 
Fox. I buy from them because I 
prefer to eat eggs laid by happy 
chickens; hens that wander 
outside eating bugs and grain, 
that are warmed by the sun, 
and whose sounds co-mingle 
with neighboring birds, cows 
and goats. It’s also more per-
sonal than buying eggs at Fred 
Meyer. It creates a social bond 
of sorts — I help Ed and Mary 
Etta in their farming endeavors, 
and they give me eggs produced locally, 
with minimal harm to the environment 
and the hens that lay them.

Besides prophetic voices like 
Wendell Berry encouraging us toward 
gentle living, we have our Quaker heri-
tage. Embracing a life of less, rather than 
the constant pursuit of more, seeking 
justice for disenfranchised and mar-
ginalized populations, and being good 
stewards of God’s creation are values 
Quakers hold. My current writing proj-
ect is about walking gently — living in 
ways that will foster the flourishing of 
life beyond the 21st century. We face 
unique challenges in that regard. We’re 
celebrating 200 years of industrial and 
economic growth, but our progress has 
included trampling God’s garden a fair 
bit. I’d been reading what geologists, 
climatologists, politicians and business 
leaders have to say about ecology, but I 
wanted to know what Christians in earth 
sciences were saying — on and off the 
record. I wanted to hear their thoughts 
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Oral History  |  At the turn of the 20th century, Pacific 

College (the forerunner of George Fox University) 

used nearby Newberg Friends Church as the location 

for many major events. On March 10, 11 1, many of 

the state•s top orators paid a visit to Newberg for the 

Oregon Collegiate Oratorical Contest — a competition 

captured in a “Tell Us More” photo we published in our 

Spring 2008 issue.

Several readers correctly identified the sanctuary of 

Newberg Friends Church as the site of the big event — 

and a few of you shared your oratorical memories. “I remember an extemporaneous competition 

held at Pacific College in •35,” wrote Esther McVey (G37). “The general topic was communism. 

I was a 5.-year-old and I had to speak on communism in the ranks of labor. One of the bright 

moments of my life was when I was announced the winner. I was offered a college scholarship to 

Willamette University — which included pipe organ lessons — but I had to turn it down because, 

as my father pointed out, “What would people think if the daughter of a Friends minister in 

Newberg went to a Methodist university in Salem?•”

Congratulations to Gary Brown (G68), whose response to the “Tell Us More” photo contest 

was selected at random. He will receive a $50 gift certificate to the George Fox University Store.

Happy campers


